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Having a "Blast!”

Journal of a Log
Home Cleaning

006 * CleanerTimes

arlier this spring, our office received a call
from a homeowner in Bethany Beach, DE, who
was looking for a company to restore his log
home. After speaking with the owner and
reviewing the photos, we realized this was the
same home we had driven out to visit one year earlier at the
request of another potential buyer. We knew then that this

during our visit. The deck was literally rotting off of the | ;
and there was evidence of pow st beetle infestation.
Since then, the new owner had replaced the rotting decks
with Ipe, a Brazilian hardwood native to South America.
Rod Rodriguez, President of See Dirt Run! Inc., put
together a proposal outlining our plan to cob blast the
home and submitted it to the new owner. Rod’s experience
with wood began back when he worked in a lumber
mill, pulling wood off of a conveyor belt, sorting it for




grade, and banding it for shipment. Rod also worked
for a cabinet manufacturing company as an assem-
bler working his way up to the position of foreman.
His duties included overseeing production and
quality control. During his tenure, he was intro-
duced to the art of wood staining and finishing and
adopted wood finishing as a hobby aside from the
work that he did. Rod was fascinated as he learned
about the properties of various species of wood
and the way wood acts and reacts even after being
milled. Little did he know that this introduction to
wood as a building material would act as the
foundation of a future wood restoration business
by the name of See Dirt Run! Inc.

What follows below is a daily journal of our com-
pany’s experiences during this restoration project.
The log home has six steps to the restoration process;
the garage has five steps to its process, and neither
of these processes includes masking, tarping,
set-up, tear-down, clean-up, loading, or unloading.
But before I give you all the blow by blow, I just want
to mention that the guy named "Murphy” shows
up when you least expect him to, or want him to, and
that planning ahead as much as possible just might
keep him from complicating your next project.

Thursday 6/1/06

We're preparing to depart. The last few weeks

have been filled with project planning and ordering
supplies and equipment. The beach house is rented,
the ordered supplies and equipment are in, the
rental equipment has been arranged, and we have
multiple plans of attack should any unforeseen cir-
cumstances arise. We have backup equipment, spare
parts, and extra supplies on our packing list. |
even went so far as to print lists of the locations of
area grocery stores, banks, and of course hardware
and rental stores should the need arise. [ do believe
we are ready to have a real ‘blast.”

j'aiwxfay 6/3/06

We leave today! Everything surrounding our
arrival has to take place today. The supplies and
our cob blasting pot have to be dropped off at the job

site, the rental equipment has to be delivered, and the
trailer containing one and a half tons of cob media and
the rented cob blast pot are being delivered as well.
We've rented a 35-foot lift and two compressors to run
the two blast pots with. We also need to check in at
the rental house and buy groceries for the week.
QOur team arrived in Delaware to pouring rain and
unloaded the supplies under a covered area. Local
forecasts are predicting a week of rain. I guess we’'ll
see. The accommodations are great, and everyone is
very excited about the project. Tom and Barbara
Vogel from ACR Products delivered the corn cob
media and the rented cob blasting pot and are stay-
ing until tomorrow. Tom wants to make sure all of
our equipment is working well before he and Barbara
leave to head back home. The local rental company
we got the 35-foot lift and two compressors from has
been calling me to give us weather updates.

Imufyv 6/4/06

What a beautiful day! Sun, clear blue skies and
perfect weather! We arrived on site at 8:00 A.M. and
began setting up. One blast pot was up and running
with no problems, the other needed a different con-
nection for the compressor’'s hose. Tom went out and
got a connector and re-plumbed the compressor
hose to accommodate the connection on the blast pot.
Once both blast pots were operational, Tom and
Barbara left for home. The cob blasting is under
way and going wonderfully so far. It looks great and
the owner is thrilled! The results are dramatic and
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